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“  Union  among  ourselves.” — While 
the  g:reat,  and  to  the  United  States,  vital 
question,  oP  the  adoption  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  was  agitated,  the  old  anti-federalists, 
who  became  soon  after  “  democrats^''  an»l 
tJien  “  rqpfublicans^’’  and  who,  with  a  few 
subsequent  apostates,  such  as  John  Arm¬ 
strong,  Ambrose  Spencer,  &c.  now  con¬ 
stitute  the  “  rcyiiblicin  parfy^  objected 
to  the  constitution,  because  it  gave  too 
much  power  to  the  general  government ; 
and  reserve ed  too  little  to  the  states  and  to; 
the  people.  The  government  they  feared 
w  ould  be  too  strong :  and  of  course  liberty 
would  be  insecure.  And  as  these  gentry 
were  very  violent  for  libertj^  they  were 
also  very  violent  against  the  adoption  of 
the  proposed  constitution.  This  violence, 
so  far  from  being  allayed,  was  increased 
under  the  practice  which  followed.  Even 
under  General  Washington,  it  was  too 
strong  for  them  ;  and  much  too  strong  un¬ 
der  Adams;  always  too  strong,  until  they 
came  into  power.  And  since  that  time 
it  has  never  been  strong  enough. 

Happily  for  our  country,  the  ravings  of 
these  blustering  patriots  could  not  pre- 
Tent  tlie  adoption  of  tlie  constitution,  nor 
the  establishment  of  that  system  of  ad¬ 
ministration,  under  which  we  were  ena¬ 
bled  to  recover  from  our  weakness,  and  to 
astonish  the  nations  by  the  unexampled 
rapidity  of  our  elevation  to  prosperity. 
The  constitution  ivas  adopted* 


At  this  periotl,*  then,  and  let  us  bear  the 
fact  a  little  while  in  mind — at  this  r>efiod 
the  federalists  thought  the  constitution 
strong  enough  ;  for  if  they  had  rnot,  they 
would  not  have  adopted  it.  The  anti¬ 
federalists  thought  it  too  strong  i  or  they 
would  not  have  opposed  it.  Nob.ody 
thought  it  too  weak,  except  perhaps  here 
and  there  a  monarchist ;  but  the  numl^er 
of  these  was,  thank  Goil,  small.  The 
Ixwly  of  the  nation,  then,  say  nine  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-nine  out  of  a  thousand, 
thought  the  new  government  at  least 
strong  enough. 

Of  late,  however,  it  has  been  discover# 
ed,  and  by  those  too,  who  formerly  deemed 
it  too  strong,  that  notwithstanding  the 
violence  of  their  former  hysterical  appre¬ 
hensions,  that  the  poor  constitution  is  by 
no’ means  strong  enough  t  They  now  as¬ 
sert,  in  substance,  that  the  government 
has  too  little  power,  and  that  the  people 
have  too  much  liberty.  If  they  really 
entertain  the  o}>inions  they  profess,  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  it,  then  it 
seems  but  natural  to  conclude,  that  they 
will  pretty  soon  endeavour  to  invest  the 
government  with  more  power,  by  taking 
f rom  the  people  a  portion  of  that  excess 
of  liberty  which  they  now  enjoy.  For, 
as  I  have  elsewhere  said,  power  given  to 
government,  is  liberty  taken  from  the  ci¬ 
tizen.  If  it  be  not  their  intention  to  pur¬ 
sue  this  course,  they  must  be  strange  mor¬ 
tals,  indeed.  Surely  it  is  the  duty  of 
those  who  think  government  not  strong 
enough,  to  make  it  stronger.  And  froni 
those  who  say  that  the  people  have  too 
much  liberty,  we  must  expect  an  attempt 
to  take  away  the  injurious  8U{>erabun- 
dance. 

The  general  government  ought,  without 
question,  to  [possess,  and  fortuiytely  it 
does  possess,  great  powers  ;  powers,  suited 
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to  a  state,  either  of  peace,  or  of  war; 
powers,  as  adequate  to  tlie  emergencies  of 
llie  latter,  as  the  former  state.  It  may 
raise  armies,  and  lay  and  collect 
TAXES,  to  the  last  man,  ami  the  last  cent 
of  the  n  i‘ion.  It  can  draw  into  the  field, 
all  our  men;  into  the  treasury,  all  our 
money !  What  more  can  it  want  or  need, 
for  the  prosecution  of  war?  We  are  an¬ 
swered,  “  ttmon  c^ion^  mtnselves  the 
jTOvernment  can  never  proceed,  unless 
we  have  rfuicM  among  ourselves  .  Go¬ 
vernment  then  cannot’  carry  on  war^  un¬ 
less  we  yield  them,  not  only  onx  purses^ 
and  our  persons y  hwV  judgments  too! 
Government  is  never  strong  enough  until 
the  citizen  surrenders  his  opinions,  his  con¬ 
science,  his  very  soul,  to  them.  If  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  people  dislike  their 
war,  and  dislike  them,  the  consequence 
isj  that  with  all  the  money  they  squeeze 
out  of  us,  and  all'the  men  they  raise,  they 
cannot  carry  on  tlie  war.  Such  is  the 
substance  of  that  doctrine,  w  iiich  imputes 
the  failure  of  our  military  operations;  to 
the  division  of  opinion  among  us,  on  tlie 
justice  and  expediency  of  this  w  ar. 

If  then  this  division  he  really  so  great 
an  evil,  the  right  of  opinion  should  be  ta¬ 
ken  away and  will  be,  if  it  can,  by  those 
who  hold  this  doctrine. 

I  know  very  well,  that  wiien  law  shall 
be  made  the  rule  of  opinion,  as  well  as 
cbndncty  there  will  there  be  no  more  liherty 
in  the  land.  When  it  becomes  treason, 
to  op|)Ose.  the  re-relection  of  men,  who 
have  unnecessarily  plunged  us  into  a  ruin¬ 
ous  war,  we  shall  never  be  without  war : 
for  war  wiil^then  always  inspre  power  to 
those  who  declare  it,  however  incompe¬ 
tent  or  undeserving  they  may  be.  You 
cannot  give  a  more  interminable  warrant 
to  desjwtism,  than. that  which  grows  out 
of  such  doctrine.  The  progress  we  have 
made  in  the  road  to  desfiotisra,  w  ill  strike 
^very  friend  of  liberty  with  alarm,  when 
he  reflects,  that  already,  we  are  obliged  to 
meet  and'  resist  such  doctrines^  Repub¬ 


lican  liberty  was  once  simple  and  easy 
to  be  understood.  It  consisted  in  this*  * 
plain  rule:  You  are  to  obey  the  laws; 
that  is  your  (My.  You  may  think  of  them 
and  speak  of  them,  as  you  [ilease ;  these 
arc  your  rights.  You  cannot  resist  the 
law  but,  you  may  strive  to  get  it  re¬ 
pealed.  You  must  act  as  you  are  order¬ 
ed  :  but  you  may  think ,  speak y  and  vote  as 
you  jilease. 

I  do  not  hesitate  to  assert,  that  the  doc¬ 
trine  which  holds,  that  “  union  among 
ourselves,”  is  necessary  to  the  iible  con¬ 
duct  of-  a  war,  while  all  the  different- 
branches  of  government  are  united  in  its 
prosecution,  is  a  false  doctrine.  The 
constitution  has  no  where  imposed  upon 
us  the  duty  of  sulyecting  our  opinions  to 
those  of  our  public  servants ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  has  subjected  theirs  to  ours.  To 
say  that  such  union  is  necessary  in  such  a 
case,  although  the  constitution,  so  far 
I  from  enjoining  it,  is  founded  upon  a  prin¬ 
ciple  distinctly  different,  is  to  say,  that 
the  constitution  has  not  confided’  to  go¬ 
vernment  sufficient  powers  in  such  a  case  ; 
it  is  to  say,  that  the  constitution  is  difcc- 
live ;  that  it  is  not  strong  enough  ;  it  is^ 
in  one  word,  a  libefon  the  constitution. 

The  constitution  i’s  strong,  and  strong 
enough.  Its  old  consistent  friends  said  so 
formerly;  they  say  so  still.  It  is  reserved 
for  its  old  anti-federal;  democratic,  “  re¬ 
publican’*' friends,  for  these  were  once  ter¬ 
rified  by  its  strength,  to  complain  now'  of 
its' weakness.  The  constitution  is  strong 
enough.  But  the  men,  wHo'  administer 
it,  who  have  had  our  blood  and  our  money 
flowing  ill  profusion  at  their  feet,  it  is 
these,  these  that  are  weak!  And  could 
the  American  people  but  be  persuaded^ 
instead  of  sacrificing  liberty  and  the  con¬ 
stitution  to  them,  to  offer  them  up  a  sacri¬ 
fice  to  liherty  and  the  constitution,  we 
should  soon  be,  as  we  were.  “  The  golden 
days  of  our  commercial  prosperity”  w’^ould 
return  again,  to  save,  to  prosper  and  ich 
bless  the  United  States. 
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National  Advocate. — I  trust  I  have 
iiever  manifested,  certainly  I  never  felt,  a 
disposition  to  meddle  with  any  of  the  de¬ 
mocratic  editors.  No  credit  is  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  such  a  contest;  and  there  is 
certainly  no  ttsc  in  it.  Suppose,  for  in¬ 
stance,  I  should  he  able  to  persuade  every 
bo<ly,  that  Mr.  Philips,  the  proprietor  of 
that  paper,  was  a/oo/,  and  that  Mr.  Whea¬ 
ton  was  a  knavc^  no  good  would  or  could 
come  of  it.  The  democratic  [)arty  would 
not  the  less  read,  nor  he  governed  by,  the 
National  Advocate.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  either  of  those  persons,  is  either 
fool  or  knave,  for  reallv  I  do  not  know 
enough  of  them  to  warrant  me  in  such  an 
assertion.  But  even  if  1  did  make  them 
out  to  be  hotli,  it  could  do  no  good. 
Suppose  I  had  done  so,  long  ago,  tlie  de¬ 
mocrats  would  not  the  less  have  liked  the 
laying  on  of  the  eml)argo,  nor  the  taking 
of  it  off.  When  we  find  that  they  cling 
to  IMadison,  notwithstanding  that  the 
whole  course  of  his  administration  proves 
him  incompetenty  surely  they  would  not 
abandon  him,  because  his  editors  were 
proved  knaves  or  fools.  I  think,  there¬ 
fore,  that  this  quarrelling  among  eilitors 
is  extremelv  ridiculous,  because  it  is  to- 
tally  unproductive  of  good  consequences 
to  either  side.  I  presume,  therefore,  that 
1  shall  never  be  found  attacking  any  de¬ 
mocratic  editor.  Self-defence,  however, 
is  a  duty.  The  defence  of  those  who 
may  honour  these  columns  with  their  pro¬ 
ductions,  is  a  still  greater  duly. 

I  am,  of  course,  com[)elled  to  notice 
what  was  said  in  last  Thursday's  Advo¬ 
cate,  by  the  hireling,  who  earns  his  “  thir¬ 
ty  pieces  of  silver,”  from  the  proprietor  of 
that  paper.  And  I  really  do  it  with  much 
reluctance,  because  I  am  more  than  half 
persuaded,  that  his  “  poverty  and  not  his 
will  consents”  to  the  employment  to  which 
be  devotes  himself.  Had  the  article  be¬ 
fore  me,  contained  nothing  but  the  ordi¬ 
nary  quantity  of  mere  silly  foolery,  which 
is  daily  doled  out,  in  that  drowsy  paper. 


it  might,  as  usual,  have  produced  a  yawn 
or  two,  but  nothing  more.  But  the  aui- 
mal  has  really  endeavoured  to  be  witty. 
“  The  editor  of  the  Examiner  was  winded 
by  the  present  secretary  of  the  treasury;’’ 
Now'  is  not  this  a  capital  joke  !  Yes!  He 

was  “  rvinsecd.^'*  And  whv  ?  Because  un- 

•»  ^ 

der  democratic  tyranny  in  congress,  he 
only  could  enjoy  the  freedom  of  debate, 
w  ho  was  willing  to  fight  for  it!  He  who 
was  determined  to  give  vent  to  that  ho¬ 
nest  indignation  which  foresaw  the  ruin 
and  disgrace  into  which  we  were  plung¬ 
ing,  was  answered  not  by  argument,  but 
by  abuse,  by  insult  and  contumely.  He 
was  brought  immediately,  with  Cold  heart¬ 
ed  malignity,  to  a  condition,  in  which  he 
was  obliged  to  submit  to  be  called  a  coiv- 
ardy  on  the  one  haiul,  or  on  the  other,  to 
raise  his  arm  against  the  life  of  a  fellow 
being;  one,  ])erhaps,  whom  he  despised 
too  much  to  hate.  He  was  obliged  to 
make  one  liorrid  effort  for  the  freedom  of 
speech,  or  else  to  submit  to  the  indignitie.«i 
of  every  puppy  that  might  bark  and  snap 
at  his  heels.  If,  in  making  his  choice, 
the  hnrnlile  editor  of  this  paper  did  w  rong, 
and  perhaps  he  did,  let  those  who  cannot 
justify  liis  proceedings,  at  least  acknow'- 
ledge  the  difiicnl ty  and  delicacy  of  his  si¬ 
tuation.  But  the  wretch  who  can  make 
the  consequences  of  such  an  encounter, 
pro<luced,  forced  u|>on  him,  by  such  op- 
f)ressiori ;  the  wretch  who  can  tickle  his 
white  liver,  because  the  blood  of  an  in¬ 
dependent  man  was  shed,  in  defence  of 
the  freedom  of  speech,  in  the  house  of  re¬ 
presentatives,  is  fit  to  be  hireling  editor  qf - 
any  paper.  Even  the  Public  Nuisance 
would  have  been  loo  decent  for  him. 

I  fell  it  is  true — I  was  ivin^ed.  But  I 
was  ever  after  permitted  to  speak  my 
mind,  and  I  did  it.  Although  I  fell,  “  I 
fluttered  the  Voices — even  in  Corioli — 
alone  1  did  it!” 

Mr.  Pcarsofiy  from  North-Carol ina,  a 
gentleman  distinguished  for  his  urbanity 
and  benignity,  with  a  heart  warmed  witli ' 
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all  the  charities  of  human  kindness,  Mr. 
Pearson  too,  was  obliged  to  take  the  same 
(?ourse,  because  he  too  could  as  little  sup¬ 
press  the  dictates  of  indignant  patriotism, 
as  he  could  submit  to  the  tyranny  which 
strove  to  blackguard  the  freedom  of  de¬ 
bate  out  of  the  house  of  representatives. 
When,  therefore,  Mr.  Hanson  and  Mr. 
Grosvenor  came  into  coi^ress,  what  with 
the  fortitude  before  exhibited  by  others, 
and  know  n  to  be  possessed  by  them,  they 
found  the  great  bear-garden  tolerably  weW 
regulated  and  decently  disposetl.  Mr. 
Calhoun,  how  ever,  was  a  new  member^  and 
may,  therefore,  be  excused  for  his  rash¬ 
ness;  it  being,  I  think,  morally  certain,  that 
he  will  never  misliehave  himself  again. 

If  “  the  Jew’^s  man^  however,  could 
have  contented  himself  with  the  joke 
about  my  being  winged^  I  think  I  should 
have  let  him  alone.  But  “  Master  Latin- 
cclot^^  it  seems,  was  so  pricked  bt/  the  fiends 
that  his  conscience  had  no  manner  of  con¬ 
trol  over  him;  and  he  runs  into  a  false¬ 
hood,  which  shall  now  he  exposecL  He 
charges  the  author  of  the  “observer,” 
with  making  “  a  proposal  to  violate  the 
public  faiths  pledged  to  public  creditors  /” 
I  do  most  solemnly  assure  those,  who 
have  not  read  the  Observer,  that  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  writer  of  that  letter,  was  to  dc- 
nwnstratc,  that  the  ])re8ent  administration 
party  had  perfidiously  violated  the  most 
solemn  engagements  ever  entered  into  by 
any  government;  that  he  has  not  merely 
proved,  but  clearly  denmistratcd  this  fact ! 
And  all  this  for  the  pur{)ose  of  putting  on 
their  guard,  those  who  have  money  to 
lend;  impressing  upon  them  not  to  lend 
to  government  without  security.  And  this 
production,  coming,  as  it  does,  from  a  ve¬ 
nerable  patriot  of  the  revolution,  Launce- 
lot  Gobbo  represents  as  containing  a  pro¬ 
posal  to  violate  the  public  f'lifh? 

The  “  Jew’s  man”  has  poked  a  note  of 
admiration  at  the  style  of  the  Examiner; 
thus,  “  what  a  mod  I  r  On  this  snhjeci,  i 
can,  of  courre,  say  nothing ;  for  here  mo¬ 


desty  interposes  definitively.  If,  howevesjr, 
1  could  believe  that  there  was  any  simila¬ 
rity  between  the  style  adopted  by  the  Ob¬ 
server,  and  the  usual  manner  of  the  Ex¬ 
aminer,  I  would  not  care  if  poor  Gobbo 
stuck  my  moilel  as  thick  with  notes  of 
admiration,  “  as  quills  upon  the  fretful 
porcupine.”  Indeed,  for  this  single  com¬ 
pliment,  I  am  willing  to  overlook  his  rer 
cent  impudence,  if  he  will  only  promise 
to  behave  himself  in  future. 


STATE  PAPER. 

DECLARATION  OF  THE  ALLIES  WITH  REGARD  TO 
SWITZERLAND. 

Copy  of  a  note  transmitted  by  the  Count  de 
Capodistria  and  the  Chevalier  de  Lubsettern, 
to  his  Excellency  the  Landamimn  of  Swit¬ 
zerland, 

The  undersigned  have  just  received  orders 
from  their  courts,  to  make  liie  following  de¬ 
claration  to  his  excellency  the  Landaininau  of 
Switzerland : 

Switzerland  had  for  many  ages  enjoyed  an 
independence,  fortunate  for  herself,  useful  to 
her  neighbours,  and  necessary  to  the  inaio- 
tenance  ol’  a  political  equilibrium.  Those 
scourges  of  the  French  revolution,  the  wars 
which  for  twenty  years  have  sapped  to  the 
very  foundations  the  prosperity  of  all  the 
states  of  Europe,  had  not  spared  Switzerland. 

Agitated  in  her  interior,  enfeebled  by  tlie 
vain  eflbrt  to  escape  from  tlie  baleful  inllu- 
ence  of  a  devastating  torrent,  Switzerland 
saw*  herself  deprived,  by  little  and  little,  of 
those  bulwarks  essential  to  the  preservation 
of  her  independence,  by  France,  who  called 
herself  lier  friend.  The  Emperor  Napoleon 
ended  by  establishing  upon  the  ruins  of  the 
Swiss  federation,  and  under  a  title  till  then 
unknown,  a  direct  permanent  influence;  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  liberty  of  the  republic  ; 
that  ancient  liberty,  so  respected  by  all  the 
powers’of  Europe,  and  which  was  the  guaran¬ 
tee  of  the  ties  of  friendship  which  Switzer¬ 
land  had  continued  to  preserve  with  thena 
even  to  the  epoch  of  her  subjection,  and 
which  is  the  principal  condition  of  the  neu¬ 
trality  of  a  state. 

The  principles  which  animate  the  allied 
sovereigns  in  the  present  war  are  well  known. 
Every  nation  which  has  not  quite  lost  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  its  independence  ought  to 
avow  them.  These  powers  desire  that  Swit¬ 
zerland  should  recover,  together  with  all  Eu¬ 
rope,  the  enjoyment  of  this  first  right  of 
every  nation,  and  with  her  ancient  frontiers 
;tbe  means  of  sustaining  this  right.  They 
j  cannot  admit  a  neutrality  which,  in  the  actual 
I  relations  of  Switzerland,  exists  only  in  name. 
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The  allied  powers,  in  presenting  themselves 
upon  the  frontiers  of  Switzerland,  expect  to 
meet  with  none  but  friends.  Their  imperial 
and  royal  majesties  solemnly  engage  them¬ 
selves  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  before  they 
restore  to  the  republic  those  places  which 
France  has  torn  from  it.  Without  any  pre¬ 
tentions  to  intermeddle  with  her  interior  re¬ 
lations,  they  will  never  siiffbr  that  Switzer¬ 
land  should  be  placed  under  a  foreign  influ¬ 
ence. 

They  will  recognize  her  neutrality  on  that 
•day  on  which  she  shall  be  free  and  indepen¬ 
dent;  and  they  expect  from  the  patriotism  of 
a  brave  nation,  that  faithful  to  the  principles 
which  have  rendered  them  illustrious  to  the 
past  ages,  they  will  seeond  the  noble  and  gene¬ 
rous  eflforts  wiiich  w'ould  unite  for  the  same 
cause  all  the  sovereigns  and  nations  of  Europe. 

The  undersigned,  in  making  this  communi¬ 
cation,  feel  it  their  duty  to  acquaint  his  excel¬ 
lency  the  Landaminan  with  the  proclamation 
and  order  of  the  day  wiiich  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  grand  army  will  publish  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  the  army  entering  the  Swiss  terri¬ 
tory. 

His  excellency  will  find  them  conformable 
to  the  sentiments  which  their  imperial  and 
royal  majesties  bear  towards  the  confedera¬ 
tion.  The  Undersigned,  &c. 


FINANCES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  I 
LETTER 

From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treemiry  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Treasury  Department, 
March  28, 1814. 

Sir — I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  instant;  an  earlier 
answer  to  which  has  been  prevented  by  the 
constant  pressure  of  current  business  in 
the  office. 

On  the  subject  of  a  deficiency  of 
70,000  dollars  in  the  estimated  receipts  of 
the  treasury  during  the  present  yea;, 
as  stated  in  the  annual  rejiort  made 
from  this  department  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  inresent  session  of  congress, 
and  in  relation  to  the  inquiry  whether 
those  receipts  will  not  be  more  consi¬ 
derable  Hian  w  as  then  estimated,  or  w  he- 
tlier,  with  a  view  to  that  object,  it  is 
necessary  at  the  present  time  to  provide 
additional  revenue,  I  have  the  honour  to 
submit  the  Following  statements  and  re¬ 
marks  : 

In  that  report  the  receipts  during  the 
Present  year  were  estimated  as  follows, 
viz. 


36.0 

1.  Customs.  On  account  of  bonds  outstanding 

on  the  1st  of  Janua¬ 
ry,  1814,  5,500.000 

On  account  of  duties 
accruing  during  the 
year  1814,  and 
which  will  become 
payable  during  the 
same  year,  500,000 

6,000,000 

2.  Sales  of  public  lands,  600,000 

3.  Internal  revenues  and  direct  tax,  3,500,000 

10,100,000 


Increased  receipts  are  anticipated  from 
some  of  these  items  on  the  following 
grounds : 

The  custom  house  duties  which  ac- 
cnied  during  the  year  1813,  amounted  to 
about  8,000,000  dollars.  During  the  early 
part  of  that  year  the  blockade  of  a  great 
part  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States  by 
the  enemy  was  not  established,  and  the 
embargo  which  was  laid  on  the  17th  of 
Decem*>er  of  that  year,  produced  no  ef¬ 
fect  in  diminishing  the  duties  in  the  cus¬ 
tom  houses.  These  circumstances  will 
doubtless  materially  affect  the  duties  du- 
ring  the  year  181*4  ;  but  after  making  a 
due  allow^ance  for  them,  it  is  considered 
safe  to  estimate  the  amount  of  duties 
which  will  accnie  during  the  year  at 
2,700,000  dollars,  or  one  third  of  the 
amount  w'hich  accrued  in  1813.  A  larger 
portion  of  these  duties  than  heretofore 
now  arises  on  importations  from  the  W est 
[Indies,  on  which  the  credit  allowed  by 
law  (being  three  and  six  months)  is  much 
shorter  than  on  importations  from  other 
parts  of  the  world ;  and  a  larger  portion 
of  the  duties,  therefore,  accruing  during 
the  present  year  will  be  payable  before 
the  termination  of  it.  The  amount  paya¬ 
ble  for  drawbacks,  which,  during  the  year 
1813,  was  nearly  one  million  of  dollars, 
will,  during  the  year  1814,  be  very  small. 
T^he  expenses  of  collection  will  also  be 
less  than  during  the  last  year.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved,  therefore,  that  of  the  duties  ac¬ 
cruing  during  the  present  year,  after  pay¬ 
ing  drawbacks  and  expenses  of  collection, 
there  may  be  estimated  as  payable  into 
the  treasury  before  the  end  of  the  year, 
one  million  of  dollars. 

From  the  sales  of  public  lands,  the  re¬ 
ceipts  exclusive  of  those  for  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  which  at  present  are 
payable  to  the  state  of  Georgia,  may  be 
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estimated  at  the  sum  stated  in  the  anniud 
report,  viz  :  sik  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Since  that  ro'iort  was  made,  seven 
states  have  assumed  and  paid  their  quotas 
of  the  direct  lax,  under  the  act  of  the  3d 
of  Ansust  last.  The  ajrffre52:ate  net  anioi?nl 
of  the  quota  of  these  states  is  $1,163,700 
The  2:ross  quotas  of  the  eleven  r'^'ni'  ininp: 
states  amount  to  $1,030,709  of  which 
it  is  estimated  that  one  half  will  be  col¬ 
lected  and  paid  into  the  treasury  Ijcfore 
the  end  of  the  year  1814,  rnakinn!;  the 
quotas  already  paid,  two  mll'ioiis  of  dol¬ 
lars. 

All  the  internal  diities,  with  the  ex- 
ce))tioii  of  the  duty  on  rt‘{\ned  su^’ar,  will 
be  more  productive  th.un  v/as  iieretofore 
estimated.  The  credit  allowed  for  the 
duty  on  licences  to  distillers,  will  postpone 
the  payment  into  the  treasury  of  a  con¬ 
siderable  nortion  of  that  duty,  accruim»: 
diiriiiir  the  present  year,  beyond  the  eiitl 
of  the  year.  But  notwithstandine;  this 
circ'mistance,  the  amount  payable  on 
nci:i>unt  of  those  duties  durins:  the  year  is 
estimated  at  one  million  eij^ht  hundred 
lliousand  dollars ;  of  whicli,  about  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars  have  already 
been  paid  into  the  treasury. 

The  revenue  arisinji:  from  the  postatce 
of  letters,  fees  on  letters  patent,  and  sun¬ 
dry  incidental  receipts,  including:  arrears 
of  former  direct  tax  and  internal  duties, 
may  be  estimated  at  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
The  receipts  on  these  accounts  for  several 
past  years  have  averaged  more  than  this 
£um  annua1l3\ 

The  result  of  the  estimate  now  given, 
is  for  the  receipts  during  the  year  1814 — 

From  the  proceeds  of  the 

Customs,  6,600,000 

Public  lands,  000,000 

Direct  tax,  2,000,000 

Internal  duties,  1,800,000 


Postage  and  incidental  re¬ 
ceipts, 


3,800,000 


50,000 


IMaking  an  aggregate  of 


10,950,000 


And  being  850,000  dollars  more  than  was 
estimated  in  the  annual  report  from  this 
department,  of  the  8th  of  .lanuary  last. 
From  this  vievv  of  the  subject,  it  is  con- 
flidered,  that  for  the  purnose  alone  of  co¬ 
vering  the  deficit  of  700,000  dollars,  stat¬ 
ed  in  that  report,  it  will  he  necessary  to 
lirovide  additional  revenue. 

the  subject  of  changing  the  duties 


on  domestic  distilled  spirits  from  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  the  still  to  the  gallon,  respecting 
which  you  ask  sucli  information  ^is  the 
treasuiy  department  can  furnish,  1  have 
the  honour  to  observe,  that  the  only 
practical  iiifonnation  this  department 
could  be  supposed  to  possess  on  this 
subject,  must  be  derived  either  from 
the  proceedings  under  the  former  laws  im¬ 
posing  duties  on  domestic  distilled  spirits, 
or  from  tliose  under  the  present  law  lay¬ 
ing  duties  on  licenses  to  distillei's,  Arc. 
The  documents  in  this  olfice,  so  facias  it 
has  been  practicalde  to  examine  them, 
during  the  short  time  allowed  for  that 
nurj)ose,  lurnish  no  information  relative  to 
the  proceedings  under  the  former  laws 
calculated  to  throw  light  ou  the  subject. 
'The  information  derived  from  other 
sources,  tends  to  show  that  the  didic/illies 
whicli  occurred  in  collecting,  under  ihose 
laws,  the  duties  on  the  quantity  of  spirits 
distilled,  were  experienced  priiieipally  in 
cases  of  distilleries  carried  on  in  the 
couritrv,  or  of  such  as  were  carried  on 
elsewhere  on  a  small  scale.  In  the  cases 
of  those  carried  on  in  cities,  towns  and 
villages,  arnl  particularly  such  as  were  on 
a  large  scale,  the  ditlicul ties  were  lesscon- 
sideralde. 

By  recurring  to  the  laws  passed  on  tliis 
subject,  from  1701  to  1 707,  (which  are 
sufTiciently  well  known  to  the  committee) 
it  apiiears  the  option  first  given  to  coun¬ 
try  distillers  and  owners  of  stills  worked 
elsewhere,  of  small  capacity,  to  pay  by 
the  gallon  if  preferred,  instead  of  paying 
by  the  capacity  of  the  still,  was  by  the  act 
of  the  3d  March  1 797, almlished,  and  the 
duty  on  the  capacitj^  of  the  still,  made 
absolute  in  those  cases ;  from  which  it 
may  be  inferred  the  opinion  then  preva¬ 
lent  was  in  favour  of  the  latter  mo<le.  A. 
duty  on  the  quantity  of  spirits  distilled,  if 
the  same  could,  without  much  evasion  of 
the  law,  be  collected,  would,  it  is  presum¬ 
ed,  he  more  productive  than  that  which  it 
might  be  deemed  proper  to  impose  on 
the  capacity  of  the  still. 

How  far  the  progress  of  imT)rovement, 
in  the  coiintr^^  generally,  or  a  change  of 
circumstances  in  other  respects,  may  be 
considered  as  having  removed  the  causes 
of  the  difficulties  formerly  experienced  in 
collecting  the  duty  on  the  quantity  of 
suirits  distilled ;  or  how  far  it  would  lie  ad¬ 
visable  to  adopt,  to  a  certain  extent,  the, 
course  formerly  pursued,  and  impose  tbe. 
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'Vtut3rt)n  Ihe  quantity  distilled,  in  cases  of 
large  distilleries  generally,  and  of  all 
those  carried  on  in  cities,  towns  and  vil¬ 
lages,  (except  perhaps  such  as  are  on 
H  very  small  scale,)  and  on  the  capacity 
of  the  still,  in  all  other  cases,  are  questions 
proper  for  the  consideration  and  decision 
of  the  commitee.  .TJie  present*  law^  laying 
duties  on  licences  to  >  distillers,  A:c.  has 
not  been  in  operation  a  sufficient  *  length 
of  time  I  to  affoixl  the  means  of  forming 
{Hich  opinion  on  the  /subject  as  ought  to 
be  relied  on.  From  the  accounts  receiv¬ 
ed  in  the  department  of  the  proceedings 
under  it,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  as  al¬ 
ready  stated  in  answering  another  part  of 
your  letter,  that  the  revenue  arising  from 
this  branch  of  internal  duties  will  exceed 
the  sum  at  which  it  has  been  estimated. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Very  respectfully, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  CAMPBELL. 
‘Hon.  John  W..E/)pcs^ 

Chairman  of  the  committee 
oj  Ways  and  Means. 


prudently  and  wisely  demanded  ?  Will 
the  certain  and  inevitable  consequences, 
salutary  and  Ijeneficial  to  the  country, 
equal  or  overbalance  the  evils  resulting 
from  this  sacrifice  ?  To  me  it  seems  very 
evident  that  the  general  good  will  not  be 
promoted  by  the  -  embargo,  to  an  extent 
near  equal  to  the -self-injury  done  by  de¬ 
manding  this  sacrifice,  anil  no  policy  can 
be  worse  than  that  which  demands  from 
the  people  a  positive  national  sacrifice,  in 
the  ephemeral  lu>pe  of  obtaining  some 
possible  Ijenefit. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  a  large  and  re- 
j  spectable  portion  of  *  the  ])eople  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  do  believe -that  an  embargo  on  our 
part  .w!l  inflict  •serious  injury  on  the  ene¬ 
my,  by  withholdimr  supplies  from  him  ne¬ 
cessary  to  his  existence,  and  very  conve- 
nient  for  his  comfort,  ami  uno’otainable 
elsewhere  by  him ;  and  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  this  opinion,  many  people  approve 
of  the  embargo.  Permit- me  here  to  say 
that  the  opinions  of  the  people,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  wisdom  of  embargo  |K)licy, 
j  have  been  formed  some  lime  ago.  In 
!  1807,  the  condition  of  the  world,  in  rela¬ 


x'd^  of  a  letter  from  •  the  Hon.  Samuel  j 
AIlKce,  to  Governor  Shelby,  dated  Wash-  j 
ins:ton  City,  Feb.  17,  1814.  | 

Sir — The  resolutions  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  of  Kentucky,  w  hich  you  did  me  the 
honour  to  inclose  me  in  your  letter  of  tlie 
3d  inst.  have  been  received. 

These  resolutions  express,  generally, 
sentiments  congenial  with  my  own,  ex¬ 
cept  the  fourth  in  the  series,  by  which  it 
seems  the  legislature  cordially  approve  of 
the  embargo,  and  “  doubt  the  patriotism 
that '  liesitates  to  submit  to  the  national 
sacrifice.”  No  man  can  do  otherwise 
tlian  dcnibt  •  the  i>atriotism  of  any  citizen 
wlio  hesitated  to  submit  to  any  national 
sacrifice,  constitutionally  demanded  by 
the  authorities  of  the  government ;  a  dif¬ 
ferent  course  leads  to  rebellion  and  the 
subversion  of  the  government.  But  it 
would  seem  by  the  phraseology  used  in 
the  resolution  relating  to  the  embaig:o, 
that  the  mover  thereof  designed  to  sug^ 
gest  doubts  Avith  regard  to  the  patriotism 
of  those  Avho  hesitated  to  demand  this  na¬ 
tional  sacrifice.  It  is  then  admitteil  that 
n  sacrifice  has  been  demanded  by  the^  go- 
A’ernment  from  the  people — and  the  ques- 
4ion  arises,  was  this  national  sacrifice 


tion  to  England,  furnish  facts  on  which 
any  man,  well  or  illy  informed, -might 
have  expected  from  an  embargo  the  most 
salutary  results ;  at  that  time  the  ports  of 
all  Europe  were  closed  against  England, 
and  all  the  ports  of  Asia  and  America, 
considered  valuable,  as  affording  suriplies, 
were  shut  against  England ;  nothing  was 
left  open  to  English  commerce,  as  regartls 
supplies,  but  the  Barbary  coast ;  it  was 
therefore  reasonable  to  expect  that  Eng¬ 
land  would  be  ])ressed  by  this  combina¬ 
tion  of  -circumstances,  and  hence  the 
opinion  very  generally  prevailed,  that 
our  embargo  of  1807  *  would  starve 
England.  'But  this  state  of  things  has 
changed — radically  changed.  Now,  all 
the  ports  of  Europe,  except  France, 
are  open  to'British  commerce  ;  and  this 
change  -has  been  so  sudden  and  so  radical, 
ill  a  great  degree  unknown  to  the  neople- 
at  the  time  the  news  of  our  late  embargo 
reached  them,  that  no  time  was  afforded 
for  a  change  of  opinion  corresponding 
with  the  actual  change  in  the  affairs  of 
Europe,  in  relation  to  England ;  and  I  can 
entertain  no  doubt  but  a  knowledge  of 
this  change  of  the  comlition  of  England 
in  relation  to  Europe,  when  developed  in 
all  its  consequent  effects,  must  demon¬ 
strate  the  inefficiency  and  perfect  niillitj 


368 


THE  EXAMINER. 


of  an  embargo  at  this  time.  Viewinc^  this 
S^ibject  iii  thut  liiijbt  in  which  I  believe 
the  oeoj.'le  themselves  view  it,  consitler- 
ins:  the  actual  and  existing  state  of  things 
Ht  that  time,  I  voted  as^ainst  a  measure 
which  seem(id  to  me  to  demand  from  the 
peoule  a  national  spxrifice,  unaccompani¬ 
ed  v.ith  any  well  founded  prospect  of  na¬ 
tional  advantage. 

1  will  only  ask  the  aid  of  a  dispassion¬ 
ate  examination  of  the  subject,  to  prove 
this  measure  more  injurious  to  us  than  the 
cnemv,  ami  therefore  more  benelicial  to 
the  enemy  than  to  ourselves. 

A  nv  nation  must  be  anr>roachina;  bank- 
jxiV'tcv,  who  purchases  larse  supplies  from 
a  for^ifirn  country,  which  are  not  jiaid  for 
bv  the  oroductic.is  of  the  countrv  niakins: 
the  archase.  'To  illustrate  this  idea,  we 
wi)*  suppose  the  ports  of  Rn2:land  shut 
a£:ai  iis^  our  ex  »opt  trade;  our  flour,  to!)ac- 
co  and  coUon,  excluded  from  her  f>orts; 
and  the  same  time  »ve  are  authorized  to 
purcb  isethe  oroductsof  English  industry, 
and  shin  the  same  to  the  United  States 
to  the  extent  of  our  wants  or  (lesir^s ; 
what  would  be  the  conseoueuces  necess  i- 
rilv  g;rowin<ir  out  of  such  a  state  of  com¬ 
merce  ?  Every  statesman  must  answer, 
that  the  imuort  trade  must  be  proliibitcd, 
or  the  specie  capital  of  the  country  must 
be  exhausted,  and  fiscal  as  well  as  indi¬ 
vidual  min  and  poverty  must  ensue.- — 
8uph  would  be  the  inevitable  consequen¬ 
ces,  Permit  me  then  to  ask  if  this  is  not 
the  precise  condition  in  which  the  United 
States  are  now  placed  ?  As  it  regards 
oup  trade  with  the  Spanish,  Swedish,  and 
negro  West  Indies,  and  indeed  as  it  re¬ 
gards  all  the  world,  except  England,  neu¬ 
tral  vessels,  as  well  as  American  vessels, 
are  daily  arriving  in  the  United  States, 
with  cargoes  of  coffee,  sugar,  salt,  and  a 
thousand  other  articles,  all  which  are  sold 
at  very  high  prices,  and  must  he  paid  for 
in  8'^ecie,  because  prod’jctions  of  our  soil 
and  industry  cannot  be  exported.  The 
Ijpecie  capital  of  the  country  must  dimi¬ 
nish  bv  this  process,and  the  ability  of  the 
peonie  to  nay  taxes  or  loan  money  to  the 
government,  will  be  lessened — 1st.  by  the 
want  of  price  for  the  nroducts  of  their  in¬ 
dustry — and,  2d,  by  the  withdrawal  of  the 
snecie  from  the  country.  This  happens 
too,  at  a  time  when  we  are  demanding 
from  the  ueople  more  than  the  usual  taxes, 
and  'asking*  them  for  loans  to  the  amount 

af  $30,0Qi)|090  for  this  y^ar,  Now  if  the 


war  should  continue,  the  embargo  must 
also  continue ;  because  it  is  'inpossi- 
b|e  for  any  state  of  things  to  arrive 
short  of  peace,  that  would  not  render  an 
emoargo  as  necessary  and  proper  as  it  is 
at  this  time.  \  coiitiauauce  of  the  war 
and  the  embargo  might  and  1  fear  'vill  so 
far  criople  tlie  ability  of  the  people  to  pay 
taxes  or  to  lend  to  the  govenr.neut,  as  to 
•dace  it  out  of  their  power  to  obtain  the 
requisite  sums  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  and  the  support  of  the  government. — 
.Such  a  result  would  he  disastrous  and  un¬ 
fortunate  bevoiid  all  calculations. 

'Po  T»rove  that  this  view  of  the  eflects  of 
the  embargo  on  ourselves,  is  not  mere 
whim,  I  will  refer  you  to  history  and  re¬ 
cent  exoe-ieiice.  Before  the  war  the  pro- 
dar.fions  of  Englisli  industry  were  exclud¬ 
ed  fr  *?n  our  oorts  by  the  non-importation 
law%  as  w^ell  as  from  the  ports  of  Europe 
by  the  continental  system  ;  but  our  ex¬ 
port  trade  was  permitted,  and  England 
f)urchased  large  quantities  of  flour  from 
ns  in  the  ports  of  Spain  and  Portugal. — 
\t  that  time  Knglami  could  not  obtain 
supplies  from  Europe,  because  all  the 
!»orts  of  Europe  were  shut  against  her,  as 
regarded  both  export  and  inijjort  trade. — 
England  was  therefore  cornpfdled  to  sulv 
rnit,  to  a  trade  .as  injurious  to  her  as  it 
regarded  her  home  prosperity,  in  order 
to  maintain  the  contest  in  Spain;  and 
every  man  in  \merica  whose  attention 
has  been  turned  at  all  to  passing  events, 
must  remem’. er  that  exchange  was  from 
20  to  30  per  cent,  against  England  and  in 
favour  of  America,  and  that  England  was 
at  one  time  so  hard  pressed  for  specie,  that 
copper,  stam))ed  with  a  fictitious  value, 
w  as  put  in  circulation  for  specie. 

If  we  create  the  causes,  the  consequen¬ 
ces  will  follow,  and  whenever  govern¬ 
ment  may  be  forced  to  resort  to  measures 
such  as  England  adopted  on  that  occasion, 
its  stability  will  be  tried  by  its  peers. 

The  state  and  condition  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  commerce  of  this  country,  as  arranged 
by  the  effects  of  the  embargo,  must  gradu¬ 
ally  if  not  rapidly  weaken  our  resources 
in  reference  to  our  financial  affairs.  Mo¬ 
ney  is  power  in  all  countries  during  war, 
and  to  weaken  our  resources  must  be  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  our  enemy,  injurious  to  us, 
and  therefore  w  rong. 

I  have  thus  far  considered  the  embargo 
in  reference  to  its  effects  on  the  finances 
and  specie  capital  of  the  country,  I 
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need  only  tnm  your  attention  to  the  value 
of  our  eK|)ort  trade,  in  the  products  of  our 
own  soil  and  industry,  which,  even  during 
the  war  amounts  to  about  $25,000,000, 
and  to  the  losses  of  the  agricultural 
class  of  the  people,  the  product  of  w  hose 
labour  is  lost,  or  nearly  so,  by  the  embargo, 
to  show  that  the  effects  of  this  measure, 
on  individual  industry,  w^ealth  and  pros¬ 
perity,  is  demanding  from  the  people  a 
national  sacrifice  in  fact.  I  am  aware 
that  the  unprecedent  poverty  of  crops  the 
last  season  in  Kentucky,  will  exempt  the 
people  of  our  state  from  much  inconve¬ 
nience  this  year;  but  surely  this  cannot  be 
an  argument  in  favour  of  demanding  from 
our  fellow  citizens  of  other  states  (w  ho 
may  be  more  favoured  by  heaven’s  Iwunty 
than  ourselves)  a  national  sacrifice,  unless 
that  sacrifice  is  demanded  by  a  due  regard 
to  the  general  good  ;  and  the  question  is, 
w  hether  or  not  this  national  sacrifice  was 
demanded  by  a  proper  regard  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  good  ?  The  legislature  say,  that  the 
embargo  “  repays  j>rivation  and  self  de¬ 
nial,  by  fireventing  the  supplies  of  the 
enemy  from  our  resources.”  Now,  if  it 
can  l>e  shown,  by  any  state  of  facts,  or 
even  by  experience,  that  the  enemy  can 
obtain  necessary  and  essential  supplies 
from  our  resources,  which  he  could  not 
obtain  from  others,  on  terms  npt  more  in¬ 
jurious  to  himself,  1  will  acknowledge  my 
error.  But  if  the  enemy  can  obtain  sup¬ 
plies  from  others,  on  as  gooil  or  better 
terms,  as  regards  his  fiscal  and  commer¬ 
cial  prosperity  ;  I  must  then  insist  on  the 
rectitude  of  my  vote  and  Of)inion. 

1  have  already  stated,  that  at  this  time 
all  the  ports  of  Europe,  and  I  might  add, 
of  all  the  world,  (except  France  and 
America,)  are  open  to  the  commerce  of 
the  enemy,  and  as  no  man  can  deny  or 
doubt  the  capacity  and  ability  of  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  Europe,  to  furnish  the  enemy 
with  supplies  to  the  extent  of  his  wants, 
and  every  breeze  that  wafts  the  canvass 
across  the  Atlantic,  conveys  to  these 
shores  fresh  and  irrefutable  proof  that  the 
enemy  is  amply  supfilied  from  these  sour¬ 
ces,  and  in  exchange  tpo  for  his  own  pro¬ 
ductions. 

I  have  already  stated,  that  England, 
before  the  war,  was  compelled  by  circum¬ 
stances  to  purchase  at  great  disadvantage, 
supplies  from  this  country  to  support  her 
armies  in  Spain.  This  is  true,  and  she 
continued  to  purchase,  after  the  war,  at 
very  high  pricey.  American  flour  readi¬ 


ly  commanded  from  15  to  20  dollars  per 
barrel,  in  the  |>orts  of  Spain  and  Potugal. 
But  mark  well  the  progress  of  this  busi¬ 
ness  :  from  the  commencement  of  the  war 
up  until  January  or  February,  1813,  neu¬ 
tral  vessels  were  permitted  freely  to  en¬ 
ter  our  ports,  purchase  our  productions, 
and  convey  them  to  Spain  and  Portugal, 
or  any  other  place ;  but  as  soon  as  the 
war  in  Europe  assumed  a  character  favour¬ 
able  to  Russia,  and  as  soon  as  the  Russian 
ports  in  the  Black  Sea  and  the  Baltic 
were  opened  to  English  commerce,  Ameri¬ 
can  flour  fell  in  price  to  10  or  12  dollars 
per  barrel,  in  the  ports  of  Spain  and  Por¬ 
tugal,  and  could  not  be  sold  even  at  that 
price ;  and  our  enemy  forthwith  declared 
all  the  American  ports  from  which  flour 
is  a  principle  article  of  export,  to  be  in  a 
state  of  blockade,  and  the  entrance  of 
neutral  vessels  was  prohibited.  This  fact 
is  known  to  all  the  world.,  And  why  did 
the  enemy  blockade  our  coast,  if  supplies 
from  our  resources  w  ere  necessary  for  liis 
use  ?  No  folly  could  have  been  greater. 
His  obvious  policy  would  have  been  to 
encourage  a  trade  to  our  ports,  through 
the  agency  of  neutral  flags ;  and  it  can-^. 
not  be  said  he  had  any  force,  for  his  force 
on  the| American  station  has  been  about  the 
same  since  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

The  wiemy  did  not,  however,  declare 
all  our  ports  in  a  state  of  blockake,  and 
our  citizens  conveyed  flour  over  land  at  a 
great  expense  to  the  points  not  block¬ 
aded,  and  shipped  it  in  neutral  bottoms 
to  the  West-Indies,  and  portions  of  it 
very  probably  found  its  way  to  the  enemy. 
But  the  enemy  becoming  acquainted  with 
this  practice,  in  November  last  extended 
the  blockade  to  these  ports  also,  and  de¬ 
clared  all  neutral  vessels  attempting  to 
enter  these  ports,  or  sail  from  them,  a  law¬ 
ful  prize. 

These  facts,  taken  in  conjunction  with 
the  obvious  absurdity  of  purchasing  sup¬ 
plies  from  us  during  the  continuance  of 
the  non-im))ortation  law,  which  can  be 
obtained  from’  others  in  exchange  for  the 
fabrics  of  the  enemy,  aflbrd  a  mass  of  evi¬ 
dence,  strong  and  solid,  proving,  that  the 
enemy  placed  no  reliance,  whatsoever,  on 
this  country  for  substantial  supplies,  but 
designed  to  affect  the  finances  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  as  well  as  its  individual  prosperity, 
by  cutting  up  their  commerce.  At  this 
conjuncture,  our  embai^  comes  in,  and 
during  its  continuance,  annihilates  our  re¬ 
maining  commerce.  No  man,  duly  re- 
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jjartUng  his  reputadon,  will  say  our  siip-j  question,  our  embargo  is  an  advantage  U 
fjlies  are  necessary  for  the  enemy  in  Eu-!  the  enemy;  it  consummates  an  object 
rope;  and  the  ability  of  tlic  Cairidian  j  which  he  seemed  to  consider  importanU 
provinces  of  the  enemy,  to  aftbrd  supplies,!  and  ^^hich  all  his  vapouring  naval  supe- 
:8eems  to  be  much  misuiiderslowu  I  he-|riority  was  unalde  to  effect, 
lie ve,  however,  that  the  enemy’s  armies!  I  am  av/are  that  it  may  be  said,  that 
in  Canada,  and  fleets  on  our  coiu-t,  cannot  some  wretches,  dignified  with  the  name  of 
be  fully  supplied  hy  the  resources  of  the  citizens,  in  violatica  of  every  duty  to 
country,  but  it  is  a  fallacy  lo  su;>)>ose  you  their  God  r.nd  their  country,  have  trea- 
can  etarve  his  armies  in  I’anada  by  the  sonably  furnished  the  enemy  with  su|)- 
embargo;  although  this  seems  to  have  been  plies,  mostly  of  fresh  pro\isions,  vegeta- 
a  favourite  idea  with  some  s-jpportei-s  of  hies,  A’c.  and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted 
the  measure.  On  this  point,  do  [vermit  j  that  too  many  of  such  reptiles  are  incor- 
me  to  refer  to  the  evidence  of  General  •  por  nod  with  our  political  family;  but 
Wilkinson,  when  on  the  s[»ot  where  ^b:s  ci.all  we,  therefore,  demand  from  the  vir- 
Eupposed  w  ant  exists.  In  a  letter,  dated  |  tiious  and  industrious  farmers  and  yeoman- 
Sacket’s  Harbour,  October  19,  1813,  late-iry  of  the  country,  a  national  sacrifice,  be- 


1y  published,  speaking  of  the  practicabili-j 
ly  of  starving  the  enemy’s  armies  in  the  ‘ 
vicinity  of  Kingston,  by  cuttiu^r  (Mf  hisl 
'Coininuoication  with  ■Vloiitreal,  the  gene-1 
ral  introduces  the  following  words:  ‘‘  For 
it  is  a  fact,  however  opinions  may  varjs 
dhat  the  resources  of  the  provinces  are 
adequate  lo  the  subsistence  of  his  a*'mies.” 
This  circumstance,  taken  together  with 
the  well  known  fact,  that  the  Canadian  | 
provinces  have  been  the  exporters  of 
l^rain  for  the  last  thirty  years,  ])roves  that 
the  enemy’s  wants  in  that  quarter  are 
much  less  than  we  have  been  disposed  to 
iielieve  they  were;  and  their  wants,  what¬ 
ever  they  may  he, -can  now  he  supplied 
from  Europe,  with  better  effect,  and  less 
injury  to  the  enemy,  than  the  same  sup¬ 
plies  could  he  obtained  from  us,  for  the 
following  reasons :  Ist.  He  can  obtain  the 
requisite  supplies  in  Europe  at  an  equal, 
perhaps  a  less  price,  than  in  our  ports  ;  he 
•can  obtain  them  in  exchange  for  the  pro- 
«l!ict8  of  his  own  industry,  which  cannot 
he  done  in  our  ports.  'This  is  an  advan¬ 
tage  lo  him  equivalent  to  the  expense  of 
liigher  freightage  from  European  ports! 
than  from  American  ports.  2d.  His  sup-| 
plies  drawn  from  Europe  will  be  certain,! 
depending  only  on  the  contingency  of 
■weather,  as  he  can  convey  them  in  neu¬ 
tral  vessels,  free  from  helligerant  risk;  and 
the  importance  of  certainty  in  supplies, 
as'H-egards  military  operations,  will  be  ad¬ 
mit  ted  by  every  military  man,  to  he  too 
c;reat  to  yield  to  any  small  difference  in 
price.  1 1,  therefore,  seems  to  me,  that  the 
-enemy  before  he  blockaded  our  coasts, 
tijul  counted  the  cost,  and  resolved  to 
place  no  reliance  whatever  on  this  coun¬ 
try  for  supplies;  and. in  this  view  of  the 


cause  a  fe  w  wretches  have  violated  all  the 
rules  of  morality  anti  f»olilical  virtue? 
This  would  fye  |M>iiishitig  the  innocent 
with  the  guilty  ;  it  would  he  more,  it 
would  he  punishing  a  Ihousantl  innocent 
jKjrsoiis  for  the  guilt  of  one  wretch.  Hut 
will  the  embargo  punish  those  WTetches  ? 
Surely  not  :  hy  diminishing  the  means  of 
violation,  it  holds  out  a  more  ample  com¬ 
pensation  to  those  who  do  violate  the  law. 
If  Europe  was  now  in  the  same  or  similar 
condition,  as  it  regards  England,  as  it  was 
in  1807,  or  at  the  time  war  was  declared, 
or  at  any  time  before  tJie  very  unexpect¬ 
ed  and  more  unprecedented  change  of  af¬ 
fairs  in  Europe — a  change  which  it  is  the 
duty  of  statesmen  to  regard  in  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  their  measures,  i  would  have  cer¬ 
tainly  voted  for  the  embargo.  It  is  a  po¬ 
licy  to  which  I  have  never  been  averse-; 
and  the  measure,  under  circumstances 
such  as  then  existed,  would  have  a  strong 
ground  to  rest  on.  The  enemy  would 
have  felt  its  effects  very  sensibly,  and  the 
national  sacrifice  would  have  been  repaid 
hy  a  correspondent  national  advantage. — 
As  an  evidence  of  the  sincerity  of  my 
statement,  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
to  the  journals  of  congress  for  November 
and  the  first  of  December,  1812.  On  the 
6th  day  of  November,  1812,‘the  following 
resolution  was  introduced  into  the  house 
of  representatives : 

“  Resolved^  Tiiat  the  committee  of  com¬ 
merce  and  manufactures,  be  instructed  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by 
law,  the  exportation  of  flour  and  other  bread 
stuffs,  from  the  United  States  and  the  territo¬ 
ries  thereof,  witli  leave  to  report  by  bill,” 

This  resolution  was  rejected,  and  an  exami¬ 
nation  of  the  journal  will  show  the  namiss  of 
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.  some  gentlemen  in  the  negative,  who  are  now 
the  most  warm  ami  decided  Iriends  of  the  em¬ 
bargo  policy.  On  the  first  day  of  December, 
1812,  the  same  resolution  in  substance  was 
offered  in  the  house  of  representatives,  and 
the  journal  will  show  my  name  in  favour  of 
considering  the  resolution,  and  it  will  also 
show  some  of  the  most  violent  denouncing 
kind  of  embargo  men  against  considering  it. 
On  the  next  day  (December  2)  the  resolution 
was  again  called;  my  name  is  still  in  favour 
of  considering  the  subject,  and  the  same  men 
who  are  now  so  violently  in  favour  of  the  em¬ 
bargo,  against  it.  The  house  was  equally  di¬ 
vided  on  the  question,  and  the  speaker  decided 
in  the  negative ;  and  thus  the  subject  was  put 
to  rest,  until  last  summer,  when  the  subject 
was  again  introduced  by  the  recommendation 
of  the  president ;  and  this  recommendation, 
like  the  touch  from  the  wand  of  a  magician, 
at  once  convinced  many  gentlemen  that  an 
embargo  was  the  summit  of  (Kilitical  wisdom; 
although  every  man  in  America  must  admit, 
that  in  December,  1812,  an  embargo  would 
have  l)een  infinitely  more  effectual,  than  any 
man  can  now  expe<*t  it  to  be.  In  December, 
1812,  the  ports  of  Europe,  except  Hussia,  were 
fchut  against  England;  American  flour  was 
worth  near  twenty  dollars  per  barrel,  in  the 
ports  of  Spain  and  Portugal;  the  great  battle 
of  the  seventh  of  September  previous,  w'as 
known  to  have  terminated  against  the  Rus¬ 
sians  and  in  favour  of  France;  the  rational 
expectation  was,  that  Russia  would  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  make  peace  with  France,  on  such 
terms  as  France  would  dictate;  one  of  these 
would  have  been,  the  closing  of  Russian  [X)rts 
against  England ;  Europe  would  then  have 
presented  an  aspect  towards  England  similar 
to  that  it  presented  in  1807.  Yet  many  gen¬ 
tlemen  could  not  then  be  convinced  that  an 
embargo  was  right ;  their  motto  was,  trade 
and  fight,  as  England  has  done  for  a  century 
past.  But  after  having  solemnly  pronounced 
their  opinions,  and  recorded  them  again  and 
again,  when  fact  and  reason  were  against  them, 
they  suddenly  face  to  the  right  about,  as  if 
resolved  to  set  all  facts  at  defiance,  and  scoff 
at  all  reason,  as  w'ell  as  the  good  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  respectability  of  the  state  ;  they 
pronounce  in  favour  of  an  embargo,  and  de¬ 
nounce  all  those  who  differ  with  them  in  opi¬ 
nion.  Is  this  the  good  of  the  people,  and  the 
respectability  of  the  state,  or  is  it  the  law  of 
ill-gotten  popularity  and  the  hope  of  office, 
that  governs  their  conduct  ?  And,  let  me  ask, 
why  the  legislature  did  not  then  take  up  the 
subject,  and  hurl  their  thunder  at  the  public 
defaulters  of  that  day  ?  Surely  the  popularity 
ef  the  individuals,  or  their  weight  of  charac¬ 
ter,  could  not  be  the  cause.  Measures,  and 
not  men,  I  trust,  will  ever  be  the  motto  of  a 
Kentucky  legislature.  But  the  sentinels  on 
their  post  at  that  time,  exclaimed,  “  all’s 
well !”  and  the  public  journalists  of  that  day, 
responded,  “  all’s  well  1”  and  the  people  be¬ 


lieved  all  was  well.  Not  a  syllable  of  com¬ 
plaint  was  lisped  from  the  tongue  of  any  one, 
and  I  did  believe  that  embargo  policy  was 
finally  abandoned. 

I  have  discharged  my  duty  to  my  country, 
in  that  way  which  appeared  to  me  to  be 
the  best  calculated  to  promote  the  good  of  the 
people,  and  the  respectability  of  the  state ; 
and  if  I  am  destined  to  fall  in  an  honourable 
effort  to  promote  the  jiublic  good,  it  will  be  a 
consolation  to  me,  to  know  that  I  have  done 
my  duty ;  and  however  unpleasant  it  might 
be  to  lose  the  confidence  of  my  fellow  citizens, 
(for  I  ow  n  I  fondly  desire  the  approbation  of 
the  good  and  tlie  wise,)  yet  I  trust  a  conscious¬ 
ness  of  the  rectitude  of  my  intentions  and 
conduct,  w'ill  furnish  me  wdth  the  requisite 
firmness,  to  bear  with  patience  the  rudest 
shocks  of  adversity. 

1  take  this  opportunity  of  tendering  to 
your  excellency  my  best  wishes,  and  oflering 
iny  prayer  to  heaven,  that  the  evening  of 
your  life  may  be  as  happy,  as  its  morning  was 
brilliant  and  succcssiul. 

SAMUEL  M  KEE. 


¥rom  tiu  Columbian  CcniincL 

THE  AUTHOR  OF 

THE  “  ROAD  TO  RUIN” 

On  the  repeal  of  the  whole  restrictive  system. 

No.  I. 

It  is  not,  that  I  believe  that  this  repeal  is 
another  step<lownw’ards  in  the  Hoad  to  Ruin, 
that  1  am  again  induced  to  address  my  felio>v 
citizens. 

On  the  contrary,  I  hail  it  as  the  harbinger 
of  returning  peace  and  prosperity.  The  mo¬ 
tive  which  induces  me  to  address  you  under 
this  title  is  the  attention  w'hich  the  public 
were  pleased  to  pay  to  my  former  remarks, 
and  which  leads  me  to  hope  for  a  more  fa¬ 
vourable  reception  for  the  reflections  which 
the  late  repeal  is  calculated  to  excite.  The 
vanity  of  attributing  to  one’s  self  any  merit 
from  the  fortunate  issue  of  former  predictions 
certainly  has  no  part  in  the  motives  of  the 
present  address.  If  the  utter  failure  of  the 
projects  of  the  government,  if  the  ruin  and 
impoverishment  of  the  southern  states,  and 
the  distress  which  the  whole  mercantile  com¬ 
munity  south  of  the  Rotomac  felt,  are  but  the 
consequences  which  we  foresaw  and  foretold, 
there  certainly  is  very  little  merit  in  foretell¬ 
ing  that  which  every  man  not  actually  blind 
must  have  foreseen. 

There  are,  however,  some  important  reflec¬ 
tions  which  the  voluntary  abandonment  of  the 
whole  restrictive  system  at  a  blow ;  and  alter 
so  short  an  experiment — an  experiment  so 
w'holly  inoperative  and  useless — ought  to  ex¬ 
cite,  and  which  will  never  be  felt  with  so 
much  force,  nor  admitted  so  readily  as  at  this 
moment,  when  tViends  and  foes  are  alike 


372 


THE  EXAMINER. 


astonished  at  this  miraculous  change  in  the 
whole  policy  of  our  nil'^rs. 

The  questions  which  arise  upon  this  exti’a- 
€*rdinary  case,  and  which  deserve  your  serious 
attention,  are. 

What  are  the  avowed  and  what  are  the  se.~ 
cret  and  true  causes  of  this  relinquishment  of 
a  policy  so  long  fatally  pursued  ? 

Secondly — What  ought  to  be  the  opinions  of 
the  people  in  regard  to  this  restrictive  policy, 
should  any  niler«  hereafter  arise  mad  enough 
to  entertain  again  such  visionary  notions  ? 
We  should  have  suffered  in  vain,  if  we  shall 
acquire  no  salutary  knowledge,  and  make  no 
valuable  use  of  the,  lessons  of  experience. 

On  the  other  hand,  ahonld  we  make  a  suit¬ 
able  application  of  the  information  thus  dear¬ 
ly  acquired,  even  our  sacrifices  may  not  be 
thought  to  have  been  too  great. 

fn  determining  the  motives  which  influen- 
eed  the  government  in  removing  the  restric¬ 
tive  laws,  it  is  important  to  consider  the  rea¬ 
sons  why  they  were  adopted,  and  the  objects 
they  were  intended  to  effect. 

U  C'annot  be  doubted  by  any  sensible  man. 
that  the  embargo  and  restrictive  system  w  ere 
adopted  in  co-operation  with,  and  in  further* 
ance  of,  the  view's  of  France.  They  were  a 
portion  of  that  warfare  on  British  trade  which 
the  emperor  first  avowed  after  the  destruction 
of  Prussia,  and  when  believing  himself  the 
arbiter  of  Europe^  he  announced  from  Berlin 
his  determination  to  crush  the  British  power 
through  the  medium  of  her  trade. 

The  project  of  France  fell  in  precisely  with 
the  previous  prejudices  of  our  cabinet.  They 
hated  Britain  quite  as  much  as  France  did. 
They  sneered  at  the  instability  of  her  power. 
They  laughed  at  a  shopkeeping  nation  plunged 
as  she  was  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy.  They 
believed  her  to  b<^  dependent  on  us  for  a  great 
part  of  the  supplies  necessary  t(>  *';  jd  her  co¬ 
lonies,  support  her  manufactures,  and  keep  up 
her  navy.  This  idea  was  not  confined  to  ad¬ 
ministration.  Half  the  federal  party  were  as 
deeply  impressed  with  this  belief  as  Madison 
was.  It  was  so  flattering  to  our  pride  to  tldnk 
we  held  the  destinies  of  the  mistress  of  the 
of*ean  in  our  grasp,  that  we  could  not  resist 
the  belief  of  what  we  wished. 

The  object  then  of  our  system  just  about  to 
be  repealed  was  the  coercion  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

Its  Jirst  avowed  motive  was  the  saving  our 
resources,  but  this  was  ‘^oon  abandoned,  and 
give  w'ay  for  the  true  one,  the  .scourging  of 
England.  It  was  less  odious  to  the  people, 
because  they  thought  England  would  suffer. 
If  it  is  abandoned,  it  ought  to  be  presumed 
that  it  is  because  it  has  heen  foiind  ineffectual. 
England  is  found  not  to  be  so  vulnerable.  Her 
colonists  still  exist,  and  not  quite  famished. 
Her  manufactures  are  not  in  a  state  of  bfink- 
ruptcy  or  insurrection,  and  her  navy,  save 
three  or  four  ships  taken  by  ns,  still  float  on 
the  ocean,  though,  as  Mr.  Bentley  says,  ours 
rides  triumphantly  in  our  harbours,  aud  hers 


in  a  manner  degrading  to  her,  lies  on  and  off 
our  ports. 

We  propose  after  these  preliminary  remarks 
to  consider  the  avowed  and  secret  niotives  for 
this  repeal. 

.And,  first.  Mr.  Madison’s  avowed  motives. 

Those  are  the  inutiuil  interest  we  aud  the 
allied  powers,  or  rather  the  powers  in  amity 
with  us,  have  in  a  liberal  commercial  inter¬ 
course.” 

That  is  no  new  reason.  It  has  existed  ag 
strongly  ever  since  the  embargo  of  lJi07  as  at 
this  hour.  There  has  ]>cen  no  moment  when 
we  could  not  have  enjoyed  in  safety  much  of 
this  trade.  France  alone  has  prevented  it. 
Indeed  we  could  have  enjoyed  it  much  more 
exclusively  while  Britain  was  at  war  with  all 
the  continent  than  n  ov,  and  she  always  per¬ 
mitted  our  trade  to  the  Baltic,  aud  for  four 
years  past  to  Spain  and  Portugal. 

But  surely  that  mutual  interest  in  trade 
was  as  great  in  December  last^  as  now,  and  the 
”  extensive  changes  which  have  since  taken 
place,”  have  not  opened  a  single  port  to  us 
not  opened  before,  with  the  exception  of  those 
of  Holland  and  Prussia. 

But,  says  Mr.  Madison,  ”  The  extensive 
changes  which  have  recently  taken  place  are  Ja^ 
vmiratAe  to  our  r  immerce,  and  produce  impor^ 
tnnt  atfi  atifafrcSy  therefore  the  embargo  against 
England  must  come  oft*.” 

is  hat  do  we  hear  ?  Mr.  Madison  the  eulo¬ 
gist  of  (Jreat  Britai?i !  De  thanking  God  for 
tlie  success  of  l^)rd  Wellington,  and  the  ad¬ 
mirable  effects  of  the  plans  of  Ijiverpool  and 
'astlciTagh  !  It  is  even  so.  No  wonder  the 
rf*^  t  rend  seditious  preacher  of  Salem  is  in  a 
nig*  .  Bui  it  is  so.  We  have  read  it  over 
and  over  again.  We  have  tried  every  possi¬ 
ble  mode  of  construction  to.  reconcile  it  with 
Ml-.  Madison's  past  conduct,  and  we  could  not 
I  lit  conclude  that  as  Bonaj>arte  had  deserted 
liii.i,  he  in  a  ragt^  was  resolved  to  desert  Bona¬ 
parte,  or  i  atiier,  as  fortune  or  the  ilevil  had 
abandoned  liis  protector,  he  would  abandon 
him  too. 

Let  jne  explain  myself  more  distinctly  : — 
The  extensive  changes  favourable  to  our  c&nv- 
merce  must  be  the  defeat  of  Bonaparte  at 
Leipsic,  of  Soult  at  Bayonne,  the  liberation 
of  Holland,  and  the  invasion  of  France.  As 
Britain  was  07ie  (to  say  the  least)  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  movers  in  these  extensive  changes,  as 
she  pays  the  troops,  made  the  alliances,  and  is 
admitted,  generously  and  nobly  admitted  to 
be  be  the  soul  of  the  confederacy,  and  as  Mr. 
Madison  knows  this  as  well  as  we  do,  be  af¬ 
firms  in  his  message,  that  the  success  of  the 
British  arms  is  favourable  to  our  commerce^ 
is  frirndly  to  the  independence  and  tranquil¬ 
lity  of  all  the  world. 

This  we  always  knew,  but  we  did  not  expect 
so  soon  to  have  seen  Mr.  Madison  admit  it. 

It  is  not,  however,  his  real  motive.  His 
pride  induced  him  to  assign  that,  and  he  un¬ 
gratefully  quitted  his  master  to  save  his  own 
reputation  for  foresight  and  skill. 
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He  does  not  repeal  the  embargo  on  orcown/i 
of  the  changes  in  Europe,  for  if  we*  had  the 
whole  trade  of  the  world  open  to  us  in  safety,  j 
he  would  still  look  us  up  in  prison  and  keep 
the  key  in  his  pocket,  if  he  could  hurt  Britain 
by  it,  or  advance  his  own  views.  It  is  a  lit¬ 
tle,  narrow,  sneaking  motive,  that  has  induced 
him  to  repeal  the  embargo  system,  and  yet 
secrete  the  real  and  operative  one. 

That  we  may  not  be  tedious  we  shall  assign 
the  tnie  motives  in  another  pa{>er. 

One  thing  you  may  rejoice  in.  It  is  not 
Lord  Wellington,  or  the  Crown  Prince,  or 
Blucher,  that  has  destroyed  the  embargo— 
nor  has  it  been  our  opposition,  or  the  failure 
to  carry  it  into  rigid  effect,  but  the  monster 
has  had  his  bowels  gnawed  out  by  his  own 
offspring.  Like  a  suicide  he  should  be  denied 
Christian  burial. 

WASHINGTON  BENEVOLEN^F  SOCIETY 
PHTL.4DELPHIA 

The  following  publication  having  appeared 
in  the  Democratic  Press,  (edited  by  a 
man,  named  Binns,  whom  the  Aiirora-mam 
has  called  the  “  tenant  of  twenty-one  jails”) 
— viz. 

From  the  Democratic  Press,  of  Dec,  31,  1813. 

“  Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Benevolent  Societii — 

The  letter  of  Stephen  Decatur,  of  the 
20th  Dec.  1813,  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
being  read,  on  motion,  the  name  of  the  said 
Stephen  Decatur  was  erased  from  the  list 
of  honorary  members.” 

The  corresponding  secretary  of  the  insti¬ 
tution  was  directed  to  transmit  the  following 
letter  to  Commodore  Decatur  on  the  subject : 

”  Philadelphia,  Jan.  9, 1814. 

“  Dear  Sir — A  paragraph  having  some  time 
since  appeared  in  tlie  Democratic  Press,  a 
paper  printed  in  this  city,  purporting  to  be 
an  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  Washing¬ 
ton  Benevolent  Society,  pronouncing  a  sentence 
of  expulsion  against  you,  and  it  being  under¬ 
stood,  that  this  licentious  paragraph  has  been 
republished  in  other  states,  in  a  manner  which 
may  possibly  lead  to  its  obtaining  some  cre¬ 
dit,  1  have  been  directed,  by  an  unanimous 
▼ote  of  the  society,  to  address  you  on  this 
subject. 

”  It  would  be  useless  to  state  to  you,  that  at 
the  time  of  the  publication  no  proceedings 
had  ever  taken  place,  in  which  your  name 
was  mentioned,  as  certainly  it  never  would 
have  been  referred  to  in  any  other  terms 
than  those  of  praise  and  animated  attachment. 
But  the  occasion  necessarily  calls  upon  us  to 
express  our  regret,  that  the  editor  of  any 
newspaper  should  have  deemed  himself  au¬ 
thorized  to  take  so  gross  a  liberty  with  you, 
in  order  to  establish  an  ofiensive  libel  upon 
us :  and  to  assure  you,  that  in  a  society  proba¬ 
bly  ^Btaining  a  large  majority  of  yonr  early 


friends  and  acquaintance,  there  are  none  wha 
do  not  justly  estimate  your  distinguished  quali¬ 
ties  as  a  gentleman  and  officer,  or  who  are  -esf 
desirous  to  celebrate  your  tame,  than  yoa 
have,  in  a  glorious  career,  proved  yourself  so¬ 
licitous  to  extend  the  honour  of  your  coun¬ 
try.” 

Commodore  Decahtr's  letter  to  the  Correspond' 

ing  Secretary  of  the  Washington  Bo^tolent 

Society,  in  reply. 

”  U.  S.  ship  United  States, 

New-London,  Feb.  13, 1814. 

“Dear  Sir — The  multiplicity  and  the  ur¬ 
gency  of  my  employments  during  the  mooth 
past,  has  deprived  me  of  the  honour  of 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  favour*  of 
the  9tii  ult.  written  in  pui^uance  to  a  vote  of 
the  Washington  Benevolent  ISociety  of  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

“  The  paragraph  which  appeared  in  the 
Democi-atic  Press,  and  which  gave  rise  to  that 
communication,  I  had  seen;  not  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Washington  Benevolent  Socieiy, 
I  could  not  for  a  moment  be  misled  by  tli^ 
statement,  but  was  at  that  instant  satisfied  of 
its  untruth. 

“  To  know  that  wc  are  held  in  remembrance 
and  esteem,  by  our  “  earliest  friends  and  ac¬ 
quaintance,”  and  that  I  have  tlie  honour  and 
happiness,  to  recognise  a  majority  of  your  so¬ 
ciety  as  such,  is  most  gratifying.  I  beg  you 
to  assure  the  gentlemen  of  the  society,  tlat  f 
shall  never  cease  to  reciprocate  their  frieedly 
feelings,  that  I  always  have  and  do  still  place, 
the  utmost  confidence  in  tlieir  friendsiui>,  and 
feci  the  highest  pride  in  their  commeudatioa. 

**  With  sentiments  of  great  rcvspeet  and  es¬ 
teem,  I  am  most  truly  your  friend  and  hum¬ 
ble  servant, 

“STEPHEN  DECATUR” 

Bribery. — Tlie  Hudson  Whig,  announces 
an  improvement  in  the  art  of  bribery,  as  prac¬ 
tised  in  that  city,  at  the  last  charter  election, 
by  the  democratic  party,  as  follows  ; 

“  A  coloured  man,  who  had  always  voted 
the  federal  ticket,  was  ofiered,  by  a  democra¬ 
tic  clectioiieerer,  a  bank  bill,  upon  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  voting  the  deinoci*atic  ticket :  the 
[  temptation  w  as  too  great  for  the  poverty  of 
this  black  man  to  resist  it;  he  accepted  of 
the  money,  and  promised  to  comply  with  the 
stipulation  upon  which  he  received  it.  He 
went,  on  the  morning  of  the  election,  to  m 
grocery  store,  to  obtain  some  necessaries  lor 
his  family,  and  offering  this  bill  in  payment, 
was  informed  by  the  grocer,  that  it  was  a 
counterfeit  biUt  The  poor  man  was  struck 
dumb  at  this  intelligence:  when  the  grocer 
pressing  him  very  closely  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  he  obtained  the  bill,  be  at  length  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  he  received  it  from  Mr. 
—  ,  who  gave  it  to  him  as  a  bribe  to  vote 
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the  democratic  ticket!  Such  are  the  iiicn  of 
our  city  who  call  themselves  republicans  I  who 
profess,  a  great  veneration  for  the  inviolate 
exercise  of  the  elective  fi-aiichise !  “  Bp  their 
fruits  you  shall  fenorv  them 

The  whole  federal  ticket  was  carried  in  by 
an  average  majority  of  about  thirty  votes. 

On  Wednesdav  mornino;  last,  the  charter 
election  being  over,  al)out  fifty  or  sixty  re¬ 
cruits,  under  the  orders  of  a  Lieutenant  Beek- 
man,  and  belonging  to  the  regiment  of  sea 
feneibles,  left  this  city  for  New-York.  They 
bad  been  peremptorily  ordered  to  New-York 
by  Colonel  Bogardus,  the  commander  of  the 
regiment,  tenor  twelve  days  previous  to  their 
leaving  the  city.  On  the  morning  in  which 
they  finally  did  leave  it,  while  they  were  on 
the  point  of  embarking,  a  constable  arrested 
one  of  the  detachment  for  a  misdemeanour, 
upon  which  the  whole  party  attacked  the 
constable,  beating  him  in  a  most  shocking 
manner,  and  succeeded  in  rescuing  from  him 
the  culprit.  Steps  were  immediately  taken 
by  the  sheriff’  to  order  out  the  jtosse^  but  be- 
i’ore  it  could  be  accomplished,  the  troops  w'ere 
embarked,  and  the  vessel  had  dropped  down 
the  river,  and  the  villains  consequently 
escaped. — -Ihidson  Whig. 

Colonel  Bogardus  is  a  gentleman,  a  good 
officer,  and  faithful  to  the  laws  of  his  country. 
It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  he  will  have  this 
matter  duly  investigated. — Ed.  Ex. 

THE  ALLEGORY.  | 

Two  shepherds  tended  their  numerous 
flocks  at  great  distance  from  each  other,  one 
in  the  East,  the  other  in  the  West.  Each 
had  large  territories  exclusively  their  own  ; 
but  there  was  a  vast  plain  between  them  up¬ 
on  which  they  had  an  equal  right  to  drive, 
feed,  and  tend  their  flocks.  The  shepherd  of 
the  East  had  also  some  small  pastures  on  the 
same  side  of  the  great  plain  with  the  shepherd 
of  the  West,  and  joining  his  great  farm. 

It  happened  as  they  drove  their  flocks 
al)out  the  great  plain  that  they  would  some¬ 
times  mix,  and  the  sheep  of  one  of  these  shep¬ 
herds  stray  into  the  fold  of  the  other. 

Now  it  was  the  practice  of  the  shepherd  of 
the  West  to  regain  all  the  stray  sheep  that 
came  into  his  fold,  put  his  mark  on  them^  and 
ever  afterw’ards  claim  them  as  his  own  pro¬ 
perty. 

The  shepherd  of  the  East  seeing  this,  and 
considering  it  a  very  unfair  and  dishonest  prac¬ 
tice,  began  to  take  back  his  own  sheep  when¬ 
ever  they  came  out  upon  the  great  plain,  al¬ 
though  they  Uiight  be  marked  as  the  property 
of  the  shepherd  of  the  West ;  and  it  is  not  de¬ 
nied  that  sometimes  he  took  the  native  sheep 
of  the  shepherd  of  the  West  thinking  tiiem, 
from  the  umversality  of  the  marked  sheep. 


to  be  his  own,  that  had  been  dislioiiCStlj^ 
marked. 

Whereupon  the  shepherd  of  the  West  made 
a  great  outcry,  called  the  shepherd  of  the 
East,  a  “i/icepsteatcr,”  and  many  other  oppro¬ 
brious  names. 

In  reply  to  this  charge  and  abuse,  the  shep¬ 
herd  of  the  East  said,  and  declared  it  loudly  to 
the  whole  race  of  shepherds,  that  he  did  not 
want  a  single  sheep  from  the  western  flock, 
wiiich  did  not  belong  to  him;  and  if  he  had 
taken  any  by  mistake,  he  was  sorry,  and  was 
ready  to  give  them  back,  (and  in  fact  he  did 
give  them  back  a  great  many,)  but  at  the 
same  time  finding  a  very  alarming  decrease 
in  his  flock,  owing  to  this  unjust  practice  of 
the  Western  shepherd  putting  his  mark  u(K)n 
every  sheep  that  strayed  into  his  fold  ;  and  per¬ 
ceiving,  moreover,  that  by  the  bye,  he  wo«ild 
not  have  a  sheep  left;  he  thought  it  his  boun- 
den  duty,  he  said,  to  take  his  mvn  sheep  where^ 
ever  he  could  find  them  ;  and  that  he  should 
certainly  do  it.  Nevertheless,  he  was  will¬ 
ing  and  desirous  of  living  peaceably  with  his 
brother  shepherd,  and  would  agree,  that  if 
he  w’ould  never  mark,  nor  keep  in  his  fold 
any  sheep  from  the  eastern  flock,  that  he,  the 
shepherd  of  t!ie  East,  would  pledge  himself 
never  to  take  from  the  shepherd  of  tlie  west,  a 
sheep  or  lamb,  of  any  kind. 

To  this  fair  proposal,  the  shepherd  of  the 
West  refused  to  agree ;  but  flew  into  a  great 
passion,  and  swore  that  no  sheep  should  be  ta¬ 
ken  out  of  his  flock,  mark  nr  no  mark ;  and  if 
(says  he  to  the  shepherd  of  the  east,'  and  he 
shook  his  fist  at  him  at  the  same  time)  you  do 
not  desist.  I’ll  burn  your  new  sheep  cote  that 
joins  my  farm  here,  and  take  your  little  pas¬ 
ture  and  all  the  sheep  on  it,  to  myself. 

Now  as  this  pasture  joined  upon  the  shep¬ 
herd  of  the  West,  and  lay  so  far  from  its  own¬ 
er,  he  thought  he  could  easily  set  fire  to  the 
sheepcote,  and  take  the  whole  flock,  whenever 
he  pleased ;  and  as  the  shepherd  of  the  East 
would  not  give  up  his  right  of  taking  his  own 
sheep,  thinking  it  a  very*  unreasonable  de¬ 
mand,)  the  shepherd  of  the  West  actually  set 
out  with  all  his  servants  and  under  shepherds, 
with  firebrands  in  their  hands,  to  burn  and 
destroy  the  sheepcote. 

Now  it  was  necessary  whilst  he  was  gone 
upon  this  malicious  expedition,  to  call  in  all 
his  flock  from  the  great  plain,  and  yard  them 
on  his  farm,  or  shut  them  up  in  his  barn,  by 
which  it  happened  tiiat  they  were  nearly  all 
starved  before  he  came  back  ;  and  this  is  not 
all  the  bad  luck  which  malice  generally  brings 
upon  itself;  for  it  happened  that  as  he  was 
beginning  to  lay  waste  the  pasture  of  the 
shepherd  of  the  East,  was  slaying  the  sheep, 
destroying  the  fence,  and  just  about  to  set  Are 
to  the  sheepcote,  as  he  had  threatened,  out 
started  from  among  the  bushes,  a  few  of  the  ' 
faithful  servants  of  the  shepherd  of  the  East 
with  a  large  jMick  oiv  ildwood  dogs^  very  savage^ 
fell  upon  these  marauders,  drove  them  off*,  and 
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^  Bit  tlieir  heels  and  lacerated  their  back¬ 
sides  in  their  retreat,  that  they  for  a  long  time 
afterwards  repented  of  their  folly  under  the 
ii^mart  and  anguish  of  their  wounds.-rCoL  Cent. 

FROM  THE  CONNECTICUT  COURANT. 

The  hollowness  of  the  pretence  of  encouraging 
American  Manvfactxires. 

The  word  economy  has  become  obsolete. 
That  magical  word,  with  which  our  present 
race  of  rulers  charmed  the  ears  of  the  people, 
and  w'hich  made  such  a  prominent  figure  in 
every  presidentia  I  message,  is  fallen  into  dis¬ 
use.  It  once  wrought  wonders.  It  carried 
over  scores  and  hundreds  of  thousands  to  the 
standard  of  democracy ;  and  it  continued  to 
be  rung  over  the  country,  iu  every  alluring 
change  and  modification  till  at  length,  through 
the  influence  of  the  grace  of  shame  (as  we 
would  charitably  believe)  the  word  was  sud¬ 
denly  dropped,  and  has  been  never  seen  or 
heard  of  since,  in  any  of  their  speeches,  ad¬ 
dresses,  or  publications.  The  men  who  con¬ 
sume  as  much  of  the  people’s  money  in  a 
month,  as  their  predecessors  consumed  in  a 
year,  even  /^.y,  unabashed  and  unabashable 
as  they  have  shown  themselves  in  all  other 
respects,  have  not  effrontery  enough  to  prate 
now  as  they  once  did,  about  husbanding  the 
money  of  the  public. 

That  old  and  worn  out  juggle  they  have 
commuted  for  a  new  artifice  to  gull  the  peo¬ 
ple.  Fdr  a  considerable  time  past  their  new  ! 
pretension  has  been,  a  yearning  regard  for  the 
growth'  of  the  internal  manufactures  of  the 
United  States.  This  sentiment  they  are  in 
the  practice  of  tnimpeting  forth,  with  every 
opportunity,  from  the  president  down  to  the 
lowest  scribblers  in  their  newspapers.  It  is 
their  standing  theme  of  encouragement  and 
consolation  to  the  people,  whose  interests  and 
fives  they  are  wantonly  sporting  with.  Under 
the  distressing  operations  of  w'ar,  embargo, 
non-importation,  heavy  taxes,  along  with  the 
certain  prospect  of  an  irredeemable  debt, 
they  would  console  us,  forsooth,  with  the  con¬ 
sideration  that  these  seemmg  evils  operate 


These  Jifieen  difierent  trades  (impracticable 
indeed,  with  the  back  woodsmen  of  the  west)- 
which  had  employed  a  great  many  thousands 
of  American  citizens,'  and  had  employed  them, 
in  a  manner  favourable  to  the  health  and 
strength  of  body  and  mind ;  ail  these  manly 
mechanical  operations  have  been  interdicted 
and  crushed,  by  the  very  men  who  pretend 
such  high  regard  for  ArmTican  mamifactiircs,.^ 
And  what  would  they  establish  ujxin  these 
fifteen  mechanical  trades  ?  If  hy  simply  spinf^ 
stryy  and  the  shuttle  I ! 

GENERAL  MEETING. 

At  a  very  numerous  meeting  of  the  friendw 
of  Liberty,  Peace  and  Commerce,  oC 
the  city  of  New-York,  convened  at  VYash- 
ington  Hall,  pursuant  to  public  notice,  at 
7  o’clock,  P.  M.  on  Tuesday  the  12tli 
day  of  April,  1814,.  Richard  Varick,. 
Esf[.  was  calleil  to  the  Chair,  and  Mr* 
•Iames  Walsh  appointed  Secretary. 

RrsolvcdyTlmi  it  is  the  right  of  freemen 
at  all  times  to  express  their  0|nnions  of 
public  men. and  measures;,  that  it  is  espe- 
cially  their  duty  to  do  so,  when  convened 
to  deliberate  on  the  choice  of  representa¬ 
tives  :  That  m  expressing  such  0[)inions, 
it  is  imiwroper  to  censure  without  just 
cause,  or  wantonly  to  impair  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  people  in  their  rulers;  but 
on  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  considered 
a  dereliction  of  principle,  to  pass  over  in 
1  silence  such  measures  of  government,  as 
■are  deemed  injurious  to  the  public  weal, 
ior  to  the  prosperity  ofiiKlividuals  in  their 
accustomed  and  honourable  employments. 

Rcsolvcdy  That  whilst  this  meeting  coo* 


lasting  benefits,  as  tb^y  will  give  root,  andj^tulate  their  fellow  citizens  on  the 
stability,  and  thrift,  to  v#'ir  own  manufactures.  I  ,  ,  t* 

Now  tlie  hollowness,  not  to  say  impudence, !  ^  course  of  measures. 


of  this  new  pretence,  will  be  manifest,  if  we 
only  compare  the  manufactures  which  have 
been  destroyed  by  their  ruthless  hands,  ^with 
those  which  they  are  building  up  in  their 
stead.  The  classes  of  manufacturers  or  me¬ 
chanics  hereafter  eiuimecated,  are  dependent 
upon  navigation  and  commerce  for  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  their  respective  professions,  and  of 
course  for  their  livelihood — namely,  ship¬ 
wrights,  ship-joiners,  rope-makers,  caulkers, 
mast-makers,  sail-makers,  block-makers,  an¬ 
chor-makers,  ship-bolt-makers,  pump-makers, 
ship-painters,  carvers,  naval  instniinent-ma- 
kers,  such  as  quadrants,  coinpasscSy  he,  boat- 
builders  and  oar-makers. 


i  which,  by  destroying  our  commerce,  has 
j  reduced  tlie  country  from  a  state  of  un¬ 
exampled  prosperity  to  the  verge  of  na¬ 
tional  bankruptcy,  they  cannot  but  con- 
jdeirni  the  inconsistent  and  versatile  policy 
of  those  men,  who,  without  obtaining  any 
one  of  their  avowed  objects,  have  enor¬ 
mously  accumulated  the  national  debt, 
while  they  have  impaired  the  national 
Cl  edit ;  increased  the  burdens  of  the 
people  while  tliey  have  diminished  their 
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capacity  to  bear  them,  and  have  finally 
been  deterred,,  by  necessity  rather  than 
choice,  from  persevering  in  schemes  which 
threatened  to  involve  our  country  in  ruin 
and  disgrace. 

Resolved,  That  the  various  measures  of 
the  general  government  under  Mr.  Jeffer¬ 
son  and  his  successors  in  relation  to  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  have  been 
productive  of  general  loss,  and  extensive 
ruin  among  individuals,  without  answer¬ 
ing  any  valuable  purj)ose  to  the  nation 
either  in  its  foreign  relations  or  domestic 
concerns  : — That  commercial  men,  and 
those  whose  business  has  depended  upon 
navigation,  have  been  deceived,  abused 
and  oppressed  under  the  specious  pretexts 
of  husbanding  our  resources  and  protect¬ 
ing  our  seamen ;  while  the  real  objects  of 
all  the  restrictions  under  which  we  have 
been  doomed  to  suffer  privations  and  mise¬ 
ry,  was  to  second  the  views  of  the  French 
government  in  its  destructive  warfare  no¬ 
on  foreign  trade,  denominated  the  conti¬ 
nental  system,  and  at  the  same  time  so  to 
temporize  with  circumstances  as  to  main¬ 
tain  the  popularity  and  power  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  administration.  And  that  the  evi¬ 
dence  in  supfiort  of  this  opinion  is  greatly 
strengthenefl  by  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  abolition  of  the  embargo  and 
non-importation  laws  has  been  recom¬ 
mended,  and  by  the  declarations  of  lead¬ 
ing  members  of  the  house  of  representa¬ 
tives  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  through- 
that  house. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  view  the 
proposed  repeal  of  the  restrictive  system, 
which  has  so  long  oppressed  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  as  an  acknowledgment 
of  its  inefficacy,  as  a  proof  of  the  incom¬ 
petency  of  its  authors  to  the  management 
of  our  natior  d  concerns,  and  of  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  those  who  opposed  its  adoption 
and  progress. 

Resolved,  That  the  only  satisfactory 
mode  of  hnuring  happier  results,  is  a 


change  of  rulers  by  constitutional  elec- 
tions ;  That  purity  and  wisdom  in  the 
councils  of  our  state  are  necessary  means 
for  the  attainment  of  a  general  reform : 
And  that  with  our  present  conviction,  of 
the  manifest  imbecility  and  inconsistency 
of  the  dominant  party,  we  feel  that  wc 
can  rely,  with' safety,  upon  the  talents  and 
integrity  of  those  men  only  who  have 
been  educated  in  the  principles  of  Wa¬ 
shington. 

Resolved,  Therefore,  that  we  pledge 
ourselves  to  support  with  becoming  zeah 
and  by  all  honourable  means,  the  following 
candidates  at  the  ensuing  election  in  this 
city: 

For  Representatives  in  Congress  from 
the  first  Congressional  District, 
CORNELIUS  BEDELL  o/Richnond. 
WILLIAM  TOWNSEND, 

Second  Congressional  District. 
JACOB  LORILLARD  and 
JOHN  ANTHON. 

For  Senator  for  the  Southern  District, 
ABRAHAM  ODEthh,  of  H^estchester* 

And  for  Meml>er8  of  Assembly,  for  the 
city  of  New- York — 

JOHN  WELLS, 

AUGUSTUS  WYNKOOP, 
ABRAHAM  RUSSE^, 

SAMUEL  JONES,  Jim. 

RICHARD  HATFIELD, 

DAVID  B.  OGDEN, 

PHILIP  HONE, 

THOMAS  CARPENTER, 

ROBERT  M’DERMUT, 

PETER  A.  JAY, 

JAMES  PALMER. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to 
our  friends  to  call  ward  meetings  and 
make  all  suitable  arrangements,  to  giva 
success  to  the  foregoing  nominations. 

RICH  ARD  V  ARICK,  Ghairmaa. 
James  Secretary. 


